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The Working Group on Cellular Biology of the heart has almost 200 members (192 on 26/05/2000) with a 
high degree of interdisciplinarity, and many of them non cardiologists. Its nucleus is formed by 11 members 
and includes a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and a Treasurer. Its basic objective is to promote basic 
science research in the cardiovascular field, and to strength the connection and cooperation between basic 
and clinical research. The Working Group on Cellular Biology of the Heart (WG#2) is presently included in 
Cluster 3 of the Science Council, together with the WG on Myocardial Function and the WG of Cardiac 
Cellular Electrophysiology. 

The WG#2 has contributed to the changes that are being carried out in the European Society of Cardiology 
with discussions and proposals in the different meetings organized by the ESC board during the last twelve 
months. In addition, the WG#2 has developed the following activities: 

A. Activities organised during Amsterdam2000 

WG #2 will organise directly 7 Sessions plus 3 in conjunction with other WGs: 

"Update on endothelium-derived relaxing factors: new molecular insights" 
"Role of inflammation in cellular remodelling" 
"Oxidative stress: the beginning of a damage or of an adaptive process?" 
"Apoptosis in cardiovascular diseases: is it relevant for a clinician?" 
"Novel therapeutic approaches to protection of the ischaemic and reperfused myocardium" 
"Structural and functional impairment of the vascular system in diabetes 
mellitus. What implication in therapeutic tools and outcome?" 
"Gene therapy - novel approaches to heart failure management" 
"Nuclear hormone receptor directed therapy - an emerging concept in the 
treatment of cardiovascular disease" 
"Cell transplantation into the heart: studies in animal models of normal 
and infarcted myocardium" 
"Cytokines and heart failure - the potential for a new way of treatment" 

B. Meetings organised under the auspices of the WG #2 

1st European Meeting on Vascular Biology and Medicine of the German Cardiac Society
Organized by: Hans Michael PIPER 
September 29 - October 1, 1999; Nurenberg, Germany
   
5th International Meeting on "New Perspectives in Ischemic Heart Disease, Heart Failure, 
Atherosclerosis and Hypertension in the beginning of the New Millennium"
Organized by: Paolo PUDDU, Gian Gastone NERI SERNERI and Roberto FERRARI
23-26 February 2000; Bologna, Italy
   
Differentiation and Development of Pathological Phenotype
Organized by: Hans M. EPPENBERGER
27 February - 2 March 2000; Monte Verità, Switzerland
   
Heart Failure 2000
Organized by: Luigi TAVAZZI, Roberto FERRARI
28 June - 1 July 2000; Venice, Italy 

C. Study Groups 

The Study Group on Experimental Heart Failure
A Study Group has been officially instituted with the aim of co-ordinating the activities of basic 
investigators interested in experimental heart failure. In the last year this group has concentrated on 
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characterising a model of heart failure. This collaboration has lead to publication of several scientific 
papers. The Study Group is open to all members of the Working Group on Cellular Biology of the 
Heart as well as members of other Working Groups and other scientists interested in this field.
 
The Study Group for preparation of Research Guidelines: "How to measure apoptosis in 
cardiovascular disease"
The Working Group has started an original project which will result in the publication of a series of 
"Research Guidelines" aimed to analyse specific aspects relevant to Basic Research and, possibly, 
to generate a consensus. The first initiative will address the topic "How to measure apoptosis in 
cardiovascular diseases". A "Research guideline" on this subject will emphasize critical 
methodological aspects and interpretative problems. 

D. BIOMED-2 Concerted Action 

The concerted action on The New Ischemic Syndromes coordinated by Prof. Ferrari with the participation of 
a vast number (15) of research laboratories of members of WG#2 has been successfully concluded, and its 
Final Report presented. Among its main outputs there is a large number of joint publications including a 
series of review papers published in Cardiovascular Research. 
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