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Objectives of the Working Group 
 
The Working Group on the Cellular Biology of the Heart, as the major basic science working 
group of the ESC, has as its main objective, the promotion of basic science research in 
cardiology and encouraging links between clinical medicine and laboratory-based research.  
 
This is a broad and challenging remit. We are unique amongst the Working Groups as we are 
neither ‘technique’ nor ‘topic’ lead (such as, for example, the WG’s on Magnetic Resonance or 
Echocardiography, Heart Failure or Thrombosis). Cellular Biology spans almost all laboratory-
based cardiology research.  This broad range of members interests makes it difficult to have a clear 
focus – in contrast to some WG’s with their specialised and focussed annual meetings. While these 
WG’s can create a clear and distinct identity through such meetings it is harder for our WG, with its 
broad remit, to do so.  Nonetheless, WG2 performs the vital role of providing the core of basic 
laboratory-based science within the ESC with its co-cluster members WG4 (Cardiac Function) and 
WG11 (Cardiac Cellular Electrophysiology).  Our specific objectives include – 
 

• to promote the integration of laboratory-based basic research and clinical cardiology. 
• to specifically increase and promote the presentation of basic laboratory-based science at the 

annual congress of the ESC through the organisation of symposia. 
• to encourage the large numbers of basic scientists working across Europe who are not 

members of the ESC to join and enhance the activities of the ESC. 
• to represent the interests of basic scientists within the ESC community and to lobby the ESC 

to maintain the visibility of basic science within Europe. 
• to organise and promote small specific focussed meetings which bring together both basic 

and clinical cardiologists 
• to provide basic science input and information to support the  drafting of ESC guideline 

documents. 
 
Number of sessions organised at the 2003 ESC Annual Congress 
 
The members of the WG made 19 proposals which were considered by the Nucleus.  11 proposals 
were finally submitted to the ESC for consideration. Of these 11 proposals, 3 were accepted into the 
final programme.  The following symposia were accepted for the 2003 Congress in Vienna – 
 

Mending a broken heart: myocardial repair and regeneration (Main Session) 
 
Progression from hypertrophy to heart failure: new targets for therapeutic interventions? (Basic 
Science Track) 
 
Modulation of calcium concentration and sensitivity – basis for new heart failure treatments? 
(Basic Science Track) 

 
The low success rate of our proposals this year reflects a change in the way proposals were 
considered at SCOPE 1 and, by accident, a system which fundamentally discriminated against our 
WG in particular.   
 



Briefly, as basic scientists, we submitted proposals for basic symposia under ‘topic’ codes that then 
fell under the direct control of other working groups (for example we submitted symposia on 
cellular mechanisms in heart failure and that was assigned to a 'Topic' of Heart Failure and 
consequently came under the control of the Heart Failure WG). To cut a long story short, these 
other WGs had control of our proposals and then refused to submit them for consideration. Thus, 
about 50% of our proposals were not even considered.  We have complained formally to the ESC 
and this situation will not recur next year. 
 
Activities run outside the ESC Congress 
 
Past meetings – 
 
4th International Workshop on Cardiomyocytes Cell Biology 
Monte Verita, Ascona, Switzerland 
Stem Cells, Differentiation and Cellular Mechanisms 
April 13th – 17th 2003 
Principalrgainiser: Prof. Hans Eppenberger 
>90 participants 
1 main session 
5 poster sessions 
 
Future meetings – 
 
3rd International Symposium on myocardial ischaemia: from, molecular adaptation to cellular 
repair 
Capri, Italy 
October 18th-20th 2003 
Organiser: Guy Heyndrickx 
 
Membership 
The membership of Working Group 2 remains stable at around 220 members who are represented 
by a Nucleus Group (Council) of 12 members, as follows – 
 
Michael Shattock (Chairman) 

Hans Eppenberger (Vice-Chairman) 
David Garcia-Dorado (Past Chairman) 
Jan-Willem de Jong (Treasurer) 
Cees van Echteld (Secretary) 
Michael Piper 
Gerd Hersch 
Michel Ovize 
Rene Lerch 
Roberto Ferrari 
Derek Yellon 
Gary Baxter 
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