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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Despite impressive advances in our knowledge of its mechanisms and treatment,
heart failure remains one of the most challenging diseases both for basic research and

clinical practice. Improved treatment of most cardiovascular diseases and increased longevity are

causing a steady increase in the number of persons affected by this syndrome. Heart failure remains associated with poor quality of life, frequent
hospitalisations and, ultimately, a high mortality. To date, it is the most important cause of hospitalisations in patients over 65 in Western countries
and it is associated with a higher mortality rate than most malignancies. Its high prevalence and poor prognosis make it a major cause of expense
and use of health care resources.

The primary mission of the Heart Failure Association of the European Society of Cardiology is to “to improve quality of life and longevity, through
better prevention, diagnosis and treatment of heart failure, including the establishment of networks for its management, education and research”.
The organisation of a large international meeting is an essential component of our activity. It gives us the possibility to gather all those interested in
heart failure, including cardiologists, internists, practising general physicians, basic scientists, epidemiologists, cardiac nurses, industry affiliates and
others, so that they can share new insights and improve their knowledge and clinical practice.

Since 2004, the Heart Failure Association has organised a large annual Congress in different European congress locations to provide an extensive
update on all recent advances in basic and clinical science. The next Congress, Heart Failure 2008, will be held in the beautiful and lively city of
Milan, an easily reachable city from any country throughout the world, an ideal link between the North and South of Europe.

We warmly invite you to come and participate in this Congress. We wish to share with you the delights and merits of an exciting and challenging
scientific programme, as well as the beauty of Milan.

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Kenneth Dickstein Prof. Marco Metra

President, Heart Failure Association of the ESC Chairperson, Scientific Committee
Prof. John McMurray Dr. Antonello Gavazzi
President-Elect, Heart Failure Association of the ESC Co-Chairperson, Scientific Committee

Committees

Board of the Heart Failure Association of the ESC
K. Dickstein (Stavanger, NO), President A. Shah (London, GB|, Chairperson Basic Sciences Section
D. Brutsaert (Antwerp, BE), Immediate Past-President T. Jaarsma (Groningen, NL), Secretary
J. McMurray (Glasgow, UK), Chairperson Clinical Section & President [ (Wro

Treasurer

S. Anker (Berlin, DE)
J.-L. Balligand (Brussels, BE)
G. Condorelli (Rome, IT)

Scientific Committee
All Board members of the Heart Failure Association of the ESC are part of the Scientific Committee

M. Metra (Brescia, IT), G. Condorelli (Rome, IT) C. Fiorentini (Milan, IT)
Chairperson of the Scientific Commitee L. Dei Cas (Brescia, IT) A.-PMaggioni (Florence, IT)
A. Gavazzi (Bergamo, IT), R. Ferrari, (Ferrara, IT) L. Tavazzi (Pavia, IT)
Co-Chairperson of the Scientific Commitee



ieneral Information

Congress Centre

Milano Convention Centre - Via Gattamelata 5,
Milan, Italy

Tel: +39 02 4997.7134

Fax: +39 02 4801.0265

Web Site: www.micmilano.it

( The building has disabled persons access.

Heart Failure 2008 Secretariat

ESC - European Heart House

2035 Route des Colles - Les Templiers - BP 179
06903 Sophia Antipolis Cedex - France

For General Information, please contact:
Tel: +33 (0)4 92 94 76 00 - Fax: +33 (0)4 92 94 76 01

Language
The official language is English. No translation will be available
during the Congress.
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Scientific Programme

Updated Scientific Programme available
on www.escardio.org/HFA

CME Accreditation

The Heart Failure 2008 Congress is accredited by the European Board for Accreditation in Cardiology (EBAC) for 15 hours of

external CME credits. Each participant should claim only those hours of credit spent on an educational activity. EBAC works o
in co-operation with the European Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (EACCME), which is an institution

of the European Union of Medical Specialists (UEMS).

EBAC certificates will be available at the Registration Desk as from Monday 16 June in the afternoon. EBAC

Call for abstracts
All abstracts must be submitted via My ESC (www.escardio.org/HFA) before 14 January 2008.

Oral Sessions
This year these sessions keep their new dimensions and are now referred to as:

I:> Young Investigator Awards in Clinical and Basic Science
These categories are open to contestants under the age of 35 on the day of presentation. Diplomas and prizes are given to the top
three presentations judged during the session. All presenters receive a Travel Grant.

E> Judges Choice sessions
These abstracts are the top-scoring in the whole submission process. Each presenter receives a Travel Grant.

E> Featured research sessions
Abstracts whose interesting content comes to the attention of the selectors will be presented in these sessions.

All above abstracts are presented orally in a lecture room with two experts chairing each session (and a Panel of four judges for the Young
investigator Awards).

Hyde Park Corner

Got a bee in your bonnet? This forum gives the presenters a rare chance to express their novel ideas and radical hypotheses with limited
scientific documentation - and we've programmed plenty of time for the audience to jump in on the argument!

Poster Sessions
These sessions provide a visual display of research highlights. Four half-days of poster displays are planned and presenters are available
during coffee breaks so that delegates can view and discuss their work. This format allows a maximum of viewing time for the research.

Moderated Poster Sessions
The content of posters considered to be of special interest will be discussed during the coffee breaks in the Exhibition area. As last year,
presenters are asked to provide a paper poster for display during the session and a slide of their poster which will be projected on a large

screen in the Agora while the presenters discuss their work with the Chairmen of the session. Discussion is relayed by microphone so that
the information can reach as many people as possible.

Late Breaking Trials application forms will be available from 1 January from: HFscientific@escardio.org

Travel Grant
Abstract presenters! Save 400 Euros at Heart Failure 2008!

Members of the HFA can apply for a 400 Euros Travel Grant if they fulfill the following criteria:
= Your abstract must be accepted for Heart Failure 2008 = You must be less than 35 years old
= You should be the presenter of your abstract = You must be a HFA Member

The deadline for application is 15 March 2008.
Please go to www.escardio.org/HF/HF2008/scientific/abstracts to download the form and send it to the ESC with a photocopy
of your passport (Email: HFsecretariat@escardio.org or Fax: +33 (0)4 92 94 86 29).

Alimited number of Grants are available, therefore final selection is made according to abstract grade.
The travel grant will be sent by bank transfer after the Heart Failure Congress 2008.
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Registration

otel Accommodation

m) Register online via “My ESC”(www.escardio.org/HFA)
Agencies or Companies with only a few registrations please contact HFregistration@escardio.org

The standard Registration fee entitles delegates to the following:

= Entry to all scientific sessions and the exhibition. = Refreshment breaks and lunches (from Saturday afternoon to Tuesday morning.
= Entry to the Opening Ceremony on Saturday 14 June. = 1 year subscription to the European Journal of Heart Failure.
= The Abstract Book and the Final Programme.

Deadline for Early Registration fee: 31 March 2008
Deadline for Pre-registration: 15 May 2008

elegate Fee in Euro

'cluding 209 VAT| Until 31 March 2008 ‘ Until 15 May 2008 | On site

ndard € 540 € 600 €720

ember of the HFA of the ESC
ased on the 2007 Subscription) = i SRy
rse* € 180

panying person** € 96

* Applications must be accompanied by a letter from the applicants head of department confirming student or nurse status.
** Only entitles the person to: lunches and coffee breaks from Sunday to Tuesday morning, entry to the Opening Ceremony and the Exhibition.
If you have not registered by 15 May 2008, you will need to register On Site in Milan. The registration desk will open from Friday 13 June at 14:00.

m) Book your hotel online via “My ESC”(www.escardio.org/HFA)

Agencies or companies with only a few bookings please contact the Hotel Department if you are unable to use our online services.

Group Hotel Bookings
Group bookings (from 10 rooms) are handled separately and proposals are made on request. Hotels available for groups may not be the same
as for individual bookings. Please contact us by email or fax.

For further information,
Email: HFhotels@escardio.org
Tel: +33 (0)4 92 94 76 43 - Fax: +33 (0)4 9294 76 16

Rooms are available from 14 to 17 June 2008. All other dates are upon request and subject to hotels” room availability. A limited number of rooms
for individual bookings are available. For the latest list of available hotels, please visit: www.escardio.org/HFA.

General Conditions

Rooms will be allocated on a first come - first served basis. Telephone requests cannot be accepted. Please note that after certain price categories
have been booked out, the ESC reserves the right to confirm bookings in other price categories.

Upon receipt of the deposit payment, a voucher will be issued and sent by email. This voucher must be presented to the hotel and upon
departure the deposit payment will be deducted from the total bill.

Payments
Terms of payment, cancellation and modification policy are available on the HFA of the ESC Web Site.




How to get to M il an

Direct flights from Europe
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How to get to the Milano Congress Centre (MIC)

Arrival by plane - Airport Access

Milan has three national and international airports (Linate, Malpensa and Orio Al Serio). The Milan Malpensa (MXP) airport is connected to
Milan by the Malpensa Express train and by the bus Malpensa Shuttle. From Linate there is a bus service that goes to Central Station. Linate
and Malpensa are moreover connected to each other by a shuttle service provided by Air Pullman.

Please refer to www.escardio.org/HFA to get more detailed information.

Public Transport
There are many ways to reach the Milano Congress Centre from outside or inside the city: buses, tram or metro.
Find your route on www.escardio.org/HFA.

T SN
Official Airline Network
The Star Alliance™ Members are pleased to be appointed as the Official Airline Network for Heart Failure 2008.
The participating Star Alliance Members* are pleased to offer eligible pre-registered delegates and one accompanying
person special convention discounts between 10% and 20% off applicable published Business or Economy class fares,
excluding website/internet fares, senior and youth fares, group fares, agency discount and Round the World fares. All rules
of the published fare must be adhered to.

To obtain the Star Alliance™ Conventions Plus discount, please contact your local Star Alliance Member quote the following
Event Code OSO3AO01 and submit proof of attending the Event.

When making your travel plans please ensure that the Event Code is listed on your ticket.
For further information about Star Alliance Members please visit www.staralliance.com.

*Participating airlines for this event: Air Canada, ANA, Asiana, Austrian Airlines, LOT Polish Airlines, Lufthansa, Scandinavian
Airlines, Spanair, Swiss, TAP Portugal, Thai Airways International, United.




At least 28 million people in greater Europe have heart

failure...How much do they know about their condition?

With simple changes in lifestyle, a better understanding of heart failure and appropriate treatment, many
people live full and active lives. It is time for us to help them take charge of their health.

Heartfailurematters.org is a ground-breaking new educational website for people with heart
failure, their families and carers, developed by cardiologists, nurses and primary care physicians
from the Heart Failure Association of the ESC.

\A “Encouraging patients to comply with treatment and
hEC] rtro . to adjust their lifestyles is a challenge for clinicians:

The internet could help achieve this goal, as long as
the advice is easy to understand.”

heartfailurematters.org: heartfailurematters.org:
created by doctors and nurses for patients innovative & user-friendly

= Comprehensive, practical information on living
with heart failure, drugs, devices and diagnosis

= Anna, an animated
guide, helps users navigate
the site

heartfailurematters.org:

empowering patients

= Users include doctors and nurses, who

will find it helpful to provide practical

information to patients * Includes captivating animations, videos, patient
stories, useful downloadable tools

Heart Failure
Normal Heart beats fasters
Heart stretches

= Translations into other European Heart muscle thickens

languages is underway = Frequently asked questions, polls and quizzes

Bookmark heartfailurematters.org today; its fun to explore,
even your kids will think so....!

We are grateful to our industry sponsors for their financial support of this website

obl -d3761




e Ofsuka

Otsuka-people creating new products for better health worldwide

INDIVIDUALITY: INSPIRATION: INNOVATION
Otsuka is committed to discovering and
developing innovative medicines and
devices that address unmet medical needs,
particularly in our specialist areas of central
nervous system, gastro-intestinal and
cardiovascular disease.

MAJOR MILESTONES

Research in heart failure is the
latest milestone in Otsuka’s
cardiovascular heritage.

OTSUKA'S UNIQUE CULTURE

Through our unique blend of Japanese
and European values, creative spirit and
personalised customer service, Otsuka
continues to strive for excellence in
innovation, to provide medicines of real
therapeutic value to patients and
healthcare professionals.

www.otsuka-europe.com

Otsuka wishes all delegates a
successful congress.

Otsuka-people creating new products for better health worldwide

on: November 2007

OPEL/1107/035 Date of preparati



